


What are we going to cover?

What is phonics?

Our approach to phonics

Reading books 



How many times have you read today?



What is phonics?

Phonics is making connections between the sounds of spoken 
words and the letters that are used to write them

Phonics is an approach to teaching reading and writing skills.

Phonics helps children develop reading and spelling skills at 
an early stage e.g. pin can be sounded out to support reading 
and spelling. 



Read Write Inc at St Joseph’s

Read Write Inc is the UK’s leading synthetic phonics 
programme. 

Read Write Inc is designed for children from reception to Year 
4. For children beyond Year 4 who still need support we use 
the Fresh start Read Write Inc Programme.

It is a statutory requirement for schools to teach phonics in 
KS1.  



Read Write Inc at St Joseph’s

Following feedback from parents, staff and children we have 
carefully looked at how RWI fits in with our goals at St 
Joseph’s. 

Before- RWI was an hour long lesson where children practiced 
learning their sounds, reading a book and writing. 

Now- RWI is a 30 minute lesson where the children focus on 
learning their sounds and reading a book. Children return to 
their class to complete writing activities based on a class text. 

Children are assessed every half term to monitor progress. 



Read Write Inc at St Joseph’s

In 2024 98% of children had passed the phonics screening 
check, this is well above the national average which was 80%.  



How do we teach phonics?

We use Read Write Inc

The programme has a strong focus on teaching children to know and 
remember more. 

Children are taught daily, in small groups, from Reception upwards. 

The small groups children are in ensure that all children are taught at their 
appropriate level, which results in good progress being made. 

The RWI programme supports the teach simply model:

Review/ Revisit- Previously taught sounds and words are continuously 
reviewed and revisited at the beginning of every RWI Phonics lesson.

Teach – Children are taught a new sound following the same sequence 
daily.

Practice - Children have the opportunity to practise reading the sound in 
words, including multi-syllabic words.

Apply- Children apply reading the sounds in alien words and in closely 
matched, phonically decodable books.



How do we teach phonics?

The sounds are taught in a specific order 



Sounds in order



Name the pictures



Picture Phrases



Reading with Fred Talk



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word



Red Words



Reading in school

Children who attend Read Write Inc lessons are heard reading 
daily. 

The daily reading will not be recorded in your child’s reading 
record.

Your child’s class teacher will record when they have read with 
them in the reading record during the half term.



After the third read…



Books that your child will take home and 
when they are changed

• Children will receive an e book either once a week or once 

every three days (depending on their group) books vary in 

difficulty and take different lengths of time to read. Please 

read this book as often as you can. 

• Children will be given a book bag book once a week, this is a 

book which is decodable and matched to your child’s phonics 

level. Please also read this book as often as you can. 

• Children will select a book for pleasure from the library. This 

can be changed as and when your child wants to change this 

book. 



Book Bag Books

• Extra reading practice at home

• Uniquely matched to the Read Write Inc. Phonics 

Storybooks.

• Reinforce children's learning of phonics at the 

appropriate level.

• Helps to make even faster progress in reading.



Reading for pleasure

• Your child will also be able to select a book of their 

choice.

• This may be a book that is beyond their reading 

level, but this is a book for you to enjoy with your 

child, one that sparks their interest.  



Oxford Owl for Home

Oxford Owl for home is a portal where you are able to 
access videos and support materials to support your 
child at home. 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-
schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/


“children are made readers on the laps 
of their parents”

Emilie Buchwald



Any other questions


